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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


The Treatment of the Albuminuria, of Pregnancy. 

Dr. Henri Huchard insists that at the moment when a trace of albumin 
is found in the urine of a pregnant woman she should be placed at once 
upon an absolute and exclusive milk-diet until Buch time as the albumin has 
completely and definitely disappeared. If there is need of a purgative, it is 
better to prescribe calopiel. If the patient is one who has passed albumin 
in preceding pregnancies, the milk-diet should be used as a preventive of 
albuminuria. Nor should it be forgotten that there may be an auto-intoxica¬ 
tion even in the absence of albumin; therefore, when more or less marked 
symptoms of toxremia arise, as headaches, vertigo, nausea, visual and audi¬ 
tory phenomena, and especially dyspnoea without apparent cause, this diet 
should be immediately prescribed. Watch the kidney which eliminates tox¬ 
ins, and the liver which arrests them, neutralizes them, and prevents their 
diffusion through the organism. The woman attacked by the albuminuria 
of pregnancy most certainly ought not to travel; the phenomena of genito¬ 
urinary excitation, which are normally produced by the jarring of a railway 
journey, can readily in these cases, when an old or subacute congestion of the 
kidneys exists, render the organs impermeable and promptly produce fatal 
results. Beyond this, repose, absolute or relative, is essential, and no drugs 
should be prescribed .—Journal da Praliciens, 1895, No. 1, p. 3. 

The Mechanical Treatment of Anasarca. 

Dr. H. Schurz states that three methods are employed: 1, simple inci¬ 
sion : 2, aspiration with trocar; and, 3, drainage by means of a funnel. For 
the last two methods it is important that the surface to be drained should be 
treated according to surgical principles. The incision should be dressed with 
gauze moistened with a sublimate solution, and over this Bhould be laid a 
thin cotton-dressing. The patient should remain in a sitting position with 
feet dependent by day and by night in a horizontal position, the escaping 
serum being received in rubber tissue, which will conduct it into the recep¬ 
tacle. The dressings should be changed every twenty-four hours, and the 
edges of the wound anointed with vaseline .—Therapeutuchc HonaUhdfc, 1895, 
Heft i. S. 1. 


Bismuth Subgallate. 

Dr. O. Wiemer has found that it is characteristic of this drug that it 
accelerates the healing of wounds, unites the wounded surfaces, and is en¬ 
tirely free from any symptoms of irritation on the part of the tissues, the 
result being the “ dry treatment ” of wounds. In ordinary disinfection by 
means of irrigation considerable irritation necessarily results, and, as a con¬ 
sequence, discharge from the wound. The use of every substance and method 
likely to cause irritation should be avoided, and cleanliness and measures 
tending to prevent the access of germs encouraged. The remedy is used in 
substance as dusting-powder and as a 10 per cent, gauze, the latter possessing 
the advantage that it can he sterilized in steam at 212° F. without destroy¬ 
ing its antiseptic properties. Before the operation all dressings, compresses, 
and material are sterilized in a Lantenschlageris apparatus. During the 
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operation antiseptics are excluded; the blood is removed by pledgets of the 
gauze above mentioned and the hemorrhage checked by the most painstaking 
care, so that the wound is absolutely dry. The powder is then used, being 
thoroughly rubbed in, and the gauze applied. The drug seems to be abso¬ 
lutely non-poisonous, 150 grains administered by the stomach-tube to rabbits 
and dogs being absolutely harmless. On the other hand, an instance is re¬ 
ported where serious symptoms followed the use of this drug in the peritoneal 
cavity after cceliotomy, due presumably to its use when absorption is ener¬ 
getic ; but these symptoms were those of bismuth-poisoning and analogous 
to those observed when bismuth subnitrate has been used as an antiseptic.— 
Therapcutiache Monatshefle, 1895, Heft i. S. 15. 

The Physiology of Nicotine. 

MM. Grasset and Pabektz have studied nicotine oxalate, which is eight 
times less toxic than nicotine. The constant symptoms were contraction of 
the pupils, paralysis and convulsions, salivation, cerebral auzemia, peripheral 
vaso-constriction, cardiac asystole. By acquiring a tolerance animals could 
bear a dose larger than one ordinarily toxic.— Journal dee Praticieru, 1895, 
No. 12, p. 30. 

The Treatment of Gonorrhcea. 

Dr. M. Horovttz states that during the first few days after the appearance 
of the symptoms a local application of a 10 per cent, silver nitrate solution 
through a short endoscope, after a preliminary cocainization of the urethra, 
this repeated upon the next day, and later followed by an astringent injection, 
has resulted, in a few cases, in cure. In very sensitive urethras a 2 per cent, 
solution of potassium permanganate may be successfully substituted for the 
silver nitrate. For use as an injection various remedies are useful: Zinc 
sozoiodolate (1-2 : 100); zinc sulphocarbolate (0.5-1 : 100); potassium 
permanganate (0.05-0.1:100); silver nitrate (0.1: 300); corrosive mercuric 
chloride (0.01 :300); and ichthyol (5 :100). Solutions of resorcin which 
are brought into contact with the mucous membrane for a sufficiently long 
time produce an exfoliation, and thus may lead to an evacuation of the 
gonococci. The injections should be used for three or four weeks, three or 
four times daily, and the solution retained in the urethra for one or two 
minutes. Later the number of injections can be diminished. With lessened 
discharge, the 3 per cent alum or 1 to 2 per cent tannin solution, to which 
red wine has been added, are useful. A watery and persistent discharge may 
be successfully treated by aqueous suspensions of bismuth subnitrate, salol, 
or iodoform. In posterior urethritis local treatment to this portion of the 
canal is necessary. Dittel’s or the modified Lallemand caustic-carriers, or 
the Durtment syringe ofTommasoli, are useful.— Ceniralblattfur die Gesammte 
Therapie, 1895, Heft 14, S. 1. 

The Active Principle of Cereus (Cactus) Grandiflorus. 

Mr. J. B. Naqelvoort quotes Sharp as stating that glucosides and 
alkaloids are absent in the plant. His personal investigations, carried out 
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as general methods, including " characteristics for many glucosides,” of plant 
analysis, showed that the fluid extract did not yield an alkaloid .—American 
Journal of Pharmacy, 1895, No. 1, p. 31. 

The Elimination of Medicinal Substances by the Gastric 
Mocous Membrane. 

Dr. Paul Binet states that the gastric mucous membrane normally elimi¬ 
nates a large quantity of chlorine, especially under the form of free hydro¬ 
chloric acid during digestion or in the state of the alkaline chlorides. An 
intravenous injection of sodium chloride notably increases the proportion of 
fixed chlorine in the stomachic contents. The passage appears to be less 
easy when the chlorine is held in an oxygenated combination, as in the 
alkaline chlorates. Iodine and bromine injected as alkaline iodides and 
bromides easily pass into the stomach, and their elimination lasts several 
days after the injection. Antimony, however, after either intravenous or 
subcutaneus injection, cannot be determined to be present by either the Marsh 
test or by electrolysis between zinc and platinum, so that its passage into the 
stomach is not a constant phenomenon. As for lithium, traces have been 
found in the water removed from the stomach by lavage after a subcutaneous 
injection of fifteen grains of lithium chloride. The results of the investigation 
of strontium have been negative, while those of magnesium have been doubt¬ 
ful. In the last case the quantities obtained have been too small, even after 
an intravenous injection of one hundred and fifty grains, to admit that these 
are not the result of accident or of contamination of the food. These in¬ 
vestigations are important not only as showing how it is possible for reabsorp¬ 
tion to take place, but as well to demonstrate that in certain cases of poison¬ 
ing washing of the stomach may be employed with benefit, even if the poison 
has not been taken by the mouth, as, for instance, when given hypodermati- 
cally or per rectum.—Revue Medicate de la Suisse Romande, 1895, No. 1, p. 5. 

The Use of Hydrochloric Acid in Gastric Diseases. 

Dr. Henri Huchard believes that this remedy possesses two important 
properties—eupeptic and antiseptic. As to the former, it supplies to the 
gastric juice the acid which is wanting, and therefore it is indicated in all 
conditions in which hydrochloric acid is diminished and with greater reason 
when it is absent. In the latter case by its presence it can render the pepsin 
active which otherwise would be inert This drug is indicated in delayed 
digestion, deficient secretion of hydrochloric acid, chronic gastritis, cancer of 
the stomach, in the pyrexias, which almost completely suppress its secretion, 
in pulmonary tuberculosis, in under-compensated hearts, especially in chlorosis 
and anosmia, and in certain conditions of the nervous system, as neurasthenia. 
It is contra-indicated in hypersecretion, gastro-succorrhma, ulcer, acute gastric 
affections, in cancer secondary to round ulcer, nervous dyspepsias of the 
neuropathic and hysteric. Its use should be continued for three or four 
weeks, omitted for a fortnight, to be again renewed. Large doses, as those 
recommended by Ewald, fifteen drops three or four times after meals, at 
quarter-hour intervals, are to be avoided. As an antiseptic it prevents abnor¬ 
mal fermentations and the production of organic acids. It is indicated in 
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dilatation, in certain forms of gastric cancer, in all gastric conditions char¬ 
acterized by fermentation, and in pyrosis dne to the formation of acids due 
to fermentation. In these cases, administer it some hours after meals. As 
an eupeptic give it during and after the meal. To combine these two effects 
exhibit one dose immediately after and a second one three or four hours later. 
—Journal da Praticiens , 1895, No. 7, p. 97. 

The Treatment of Nervous Vomiting. 

Db. Tisserand (Thlte de Paris) prescribes the use of ice internally as well 
as externally, or, in place of the latter, a spray of ether. A one per cent, 
chloroform-water, four per cent, solution of lactic acid, ten to fifteen drops 
of tincture of iodine, or revulsives to the epigastrium, may be tried. If these 
means fail, the patient may be nourished by the oesophageal tube, which 
will usually succeed with hysterical and neurasthenic individuals. In parox¬ 
ysmal vomiting these remedies fail, and recourse must be had to strong doses 
of morphine or of cocaine, or even administered hypodermatically. Atropine 
sulphate in dose of one hundred and twenty-eighth of a grain has been re¬ 
commended. If there is hcematemesis, an ice-bag externally and ferric 
chloride, and especially ergotin, are to be prescribed. If the cause can be 
ascertained, sodium bicarbonate for the excessive amount of hydrochloric 
acid, or if there is excessive secretion, lavage may be useful. In neurasthenia 
and hysteria the aid of hydrotherapy or suggestion may be invoked. If the 
vomiting is reflex, find the cause: give purgatives if there is digestive torpor; 
anthelmintics for worms; induce abortion for the uncontrollable vomiting of 
pregnancy.— Journal da Praticiens, 1895, No. 6, p. 90. 

Treatment of Painful Dyspepsia. 

The editor notes the usefulness of the term dyspepsia, although it lacks 
definiteness. For the sensation of distention, most frequently associated with 
pains in the pnecordium, occurring in neurotic persons, and generally termed 
“ nervous in digestion a combination of chloral, one-half to one drachm, 
Bodium hyposulphite, one to two drachms, and peppermint-water to three 
ounces, administered in teaspoonful doses after meals.has proved to be useful. 
The chloral acts as an antiseptic and nervous sedative, as does also the 
sodium hyposulphite; and peppermint-water, if freshly prepared, possesses all 
the antiseptic properties common to the volatile oilB, in addition to its slight 
local an» 3 thetic and stimulant properries.— Therapeutic Gazette , 1895, No. 2, 

p. 86. 


Bromethylformine. 

Dr. Leop. Lagner notes the search after combinations of bromine with 
organic bodies which shall possess the properties of the metallic bromides 
without their unpleasant secondary effects, as furunculosis and fetid breath. 
This combination was obtained by Trillat from bromethyl and formine and 
is a bromethylate. It is colorless, crystallizing in scales very soluble in 
water, and in this solution is free from the disagreeable taste of the metallic 
bromides. Its composition is given as (OHj) 6 N 4 CjH 5 Br, and contains 32.13 



